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ABSTRACT ARTICLE HISTORY
This study aims to examine the character formation of Generation Z. through the implementation of | Recewved 13 May 2026

the Santri Trilogy in the context of modern Islamic education in the Zaid bin Tsabit (K) area of | Accepted 27 June 2026
Nurul Jadid Islamic Boarding School. The approach used is qualitative with data collection techniques
through observation, interviews with Islamic boarding school administrators, foster parents, alumni, | KEYWORDS

and students, and documentation of learning activities. The results of the study indicate that the process | Generation Z, Santri Trilogy,
of internalizing the values of the Santri Trilogy, which include the obligation of fardhu 'ain, the | Islamic boarding schools
attitude of self-awareness from major sins, and noble behavior towards Allah and creatures, is able fo
increase the active involvement of students in learning, develop information literacy skills, and
enconrage changes in learning patterns from passive to active. In addition, the findings also show that
the learning process in Islamic boarding schools takes place comprebensively by integrating cognitive,
affective, and spiritual aspects that are in accordance with the character of Generation Z. The
collaborative and value-based environment of Islamic boarding schools also helps strengthen changes in
student bebavior. Overall, this study emphasizes that the integration of religious values with an active
learning approach can be an effective model in _forming a generation that is adaptive, critical, and has
noble character.

INTRODUTION

Technological developments in the current digital era have significantly influenced the
thinking, behavior, and personality of Generation Z (Hendrastomo & Januarti, 2023). This
generation grew up in an environment filled with information technology, easy access to data, and
openness to global cultures and values. While these conditions facilitate their access to knowledge,
they also pose significant challenges, particularly in shaping moral and spiritual character (Irpan &
Sain, 2024). Many of them experience identity confusion, a poor understanding of ethics, and are
beginning to distance themselves from religious values. Islamic education in the era of
globalization faces the challenge of remaining relevant to the dynamics of the times without losing
its traditional values (Rozi et al., n.d.). In Islamic education, this issue is crucial because Generation
Z will be the future successors of the Muslim community. Therefore, a character education strategy
that is appropriate to the times, while still grounded in Islamic values, is needed. One approach
worth considering is the concept of the “Santri Trilogy” as a model for character development in
Islamic boarding schools, which emphasizes the values of paying attention to fardhu ‘ain
obligations, self-awareness by abandoning major sins, and having noble character towards Allah
and creatures.

The situation in the Zaid bin Tsabit (K) area of Nurul Jadid Islamic Boarding School
demonstrates a real challenge in shaping the character of students, especially those from
Generation Z. Field observations show a decline in discipline, a fading enthusiasm for learning,
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and a lack of spiritual awareness among students. Many children spend more time playing than
reading classical texts or participating in regular religious activities. This situation is further
complicated by the educational approach used not fully adapting to the learning style of the digital
generation. As a result, many students experience value confusion and begin to lose pride in their
identity as students. To address this problem, a renewal of the character education model is needed
in a way that can combine the traditional values of Islamic boarding schools with the needs of
today's generation. One approach that can be offered is the concept of the "Santri Trilogy," which
emphasizes three main values: paying attention to fardhu 'ain obligations, self-awareness by
avoiding major sins, and being virtuous towards God and creatures, which is believed to be a
solution in shaping the character of students who are strong and in line with the challenges of the
times.

From the various existing literature, there has been a lot of research discussing character
education in Islamic boarding schools and the challenges faced by Generation Z. For example,
(Wibowo et al., 2024) emphasizes the importance of education based on values in facing the
influence of globalization, while (Bahiyah, 2025) emphasizes the need for changes in Islamic
education methods to adapt to technological and social cultural developments. However, there is
still a lack of research that specifically links the character formation of Generation Z with an
approach based on local Islamic boarding school values, such as the concept of the "Santri Trilogy"
which emphasizes the values of paying attention to fardhu 'ain obligations, self-awareness by
avoiding major sins, and noble character towards Allah and creatures. The lack of studies that
directly raise this trilogy as a model of character education in the context of modern Islamic
education indicates that there is still room to be explored in the world of research. Therefore, this
study is expected to make a scientific contribution by offering a new perspective on the
development of character education rooted in local Islamic boarding school narratives.

This study is increasingly necessary given that Generation Z requires an educational
approach that is broader, personalized, and meaningful. Within the pesantren (Islamic boarding
school) environment, character building is inextricably linked to traditional values that have proven
effective in shaping the personalities of santri (students) (Mahfudi & Rifa’i, 2025). However, to
effectively engage a digital generation characterized by a critical mindset and rapid adaptability,
these developmental methods must be aligned with the demands of the times (Islam & Ishaq,
2024). In the context of Pondok Pesantren Nurul Jadid, the Trilogi Santri (Santri Trilogy)
constitutes a value system comprising the observance of fardhu 'ain  (individual religious
obligations), self-vigilance through the avoidance of major sins, and the cultivation of noble
conduct toward both God and fellow beings. These three values serve as guiding principles for
student character formation and define the educational identity fostered within the pesantren.
(Sarwadi & Raihan, 2025) Consequently, this research not only contributes to the academic
discourse on character education but also represents a tangible step toward reinforcing the role of
the pesantren as an educational institution capable of adapting to and providing solutions in the
modern era.

This study aims to explore the extent to which the "Santri Trilogy" concept can be applied
to shape the character of Generation Z santri (Islamic boarding school students), specifically
within the Zaid bin Tsabit (K) zone of the Nurul Jadid Islamic Boarding School. Accordingly, this
research seeks to address a gap in the literature regarding the implementation of the Santri Trilogy
in modern Islamic education, particularly concerning Generation Z. Unlike previous studies that
largely focused on character education from a conceptual standpoint or the integration of
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technology in learning z (Chee et al., 2025), this study positions the Santri Trilogy as the primary
framework for analyzing shifts in the students' learning behaviors. The research focuses not only
on character formation but also on enhancing active learning engagement and information literacy
skills, as well as the transition from a passive to an active learning paradigm within the Zaid bin
Tsabit (K) zone of the Nurul Jadid Islamic Boarding School.

Based on the foregoing, this study aims to analyze the role of the Trilogi Santri (Santri
Trilogy) in shaping the character of Generation Z within the context of modern Islamic education
at the Zaid bin Tsabit (K) unit of the Nurul Jadid Islamic Boarding School (Pesantren). This
research is expected to strengthen studies on character education grounded in pesantren values
while enriching the development of Islamic education models that are adaptable to the times
without abandoning the Islamic identity that defines the pesantren tradition (Achmadin et al.,
2024). By adopting this concept as a foundation for character development, the pesantren has a
significant opportunity to cultivate students who are not only academically proficient but also
possess social awareness and spiritual steadfastness. Ultimately, the findings of this study are
intended to encourage the development of a pesantren based character education curriculum that
is relevant to the contemporary era, flexible, and capable of effectively addressing the challenges
of modern life.

RESEARCH METHODS

This research uses a qualitative method with a case study design. This method was chosen
because it is considered capable of providing an in-depth and comprehensive picture of how the
process of character formation of Generation Z is carried out through the application of the values
in the Santri Trilogy concept, namely paying attention to fardhu 'ain obligations, self-awareness by
avoiding major sins, and noble character towards Allah and creatures, especially in the context of
contemporary Islamic education (Sherman, 2025). The case study approach provides flexibility for
researchers to understand more deeply the social and cultural dynamics that develop in the Islamic
education environment, in a contextual and comprehensive manner (Purnasih et al., 2025). This
research was conducted at the Nurul Jadid Islamic Boarding School, Probolinggo, which is known
as one of the Islamic educational institutions that consistently implements the values of the Santri
Trilogy. This location was chosen based on several reasons: this Islamic boarding school combines
the classical Islamic boarding school system with a modern education system, involves students
from Generation Z, and has a character development program based on Islamic values. For this
reason, this Islamic boarding school is considered suitable and representative to be used as a place
to study how the integration of the Santri Trilogy values in the form of carrying out fardhu 'ain
obligations, self-awareness, and noble behavior can shape the character of today's young Muslim
generation.

Data collection for this study was conducted through observation, in-depth interviews, and
documentation. Direct observations were made regarding learning activities, religious practices,
and the social interactions of santri (students) in the Zaid bin Tsabit (K) section of the Nurul Jadid
Islamic Boarding School over a four-month period from January to April 2026 enabling the
researcher to gain a comprehensive understanding of how the Trilogi Santri (Santri Trilogy) values
are implemented in daily life. The study involved 15 informants selected via purposive sampling,
based on criteria requiring direct involvement in the santri character-building process and an
understanding of the Trilogi Santri implementation. These informants comprised two boarding
school administrators, three guardians/mentors, three alumni, and seven santti from the Zaid bin
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Tsabit (K) section. Semi-structured interviews lasting approximately 45-60 minutes were
conducted with each informant, allowing the researcher to explore information in depth while
adhering to a prepared interview guide. Meanwhile, documentation served as supporting data,
including the boarding school profile, Trilogi Santri guidelines, daily activity schedules, rulebooks,
character-building programs, activity minutes, photographs of learning activities, and santri activity
archives. All data were analyzed using the interactive model developed by Miles, Huberman, and
Saldana, which encompasses data condensation, data display, and conclusion drawing and
verification (Ridlo et al., 2025). To ensure data validity, the study assessed trustworthiness through
credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability, employing techniques such as source
triangulation, method triangulation, member checking, peer debriefing, and the maintenance of an
audit trail throughout the research process (Chakma & Li, 2025).

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
RESULT
Increasing the Active Involvement of Students in Learning
Based on in-depth interviews with pesantren administrators, guardians, alumni, and students
in the Zaid bin Tsabit (K) area, it was found that the implementation of the Santri Trilogy has
brought about changes in the students' study habits and character development. Almost all
informants noted that prior to the intensified reinforcement of the Santri Trilogy values, many
students tended to view their studies merely as a routine activity. However, once the values
observing fardhu 'ain (individual religious obligations), guarding against major sins, and cultivating
noble conduct toward Allah and His creation were internalized through various learning activities
and daily guidance, a shift toward more active engagement became evident. This observation was
not limited to a single group of informants but was corroborated by administrators, guardians,
alumni, and students alike, demonstrating consistency across the various sources of information.
To demonstrate that the research findings are genuinely derived from field data, the

following are excerpts from interviews representing the views of each informant:

Table 1. Excerpts from interviews regarding the active involvement of santri in the Zaid
bin Tsabit (K) area of Nurul Jadid Islamic Boarding School.

Informant Interview Excerpt Significance of the
Findings
Islamic boarding  ""The most noticeable change now is that santri do not  Learning awareness
school merely attend lessons; they have begun to actively ask  increases through the
administrators questions, offer opinions, and participate in discussions — internalization of the
dnring class. The values of the Santri Trilogy have Trilogi Santri values.
made them more aware that learning is a form of
worship."
Foster parent / "We observe that the students are more disciplined in There has been an
Guardian Jfollowing their daily activities. After lessons conclude, — improvement in
they often engage in further discussion and discipline and learning
independently seek out additional references.” independence.
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Alumni "When I was a santri (Islamic boarding school There has been a shift in
student), learning consisted mostly of listening. Today,  learning patterns from
santri are far more active, thanks to the many passive to active.
opportunities for discussion and deliberation fostered
by the reinforcement of the Trilogi Santri (Santri

Trilogy)."
Islamic boarding "I am now more confident in asking guestions when I Increased confidence in
school student do not understand the material, becanse the ustaz and ~ communicating and

the supervising mentor always provide opportunities for ~ participation in learning.
discussion. We also learn to respect each other's

opinions."”
Islamic boarding  "Group discussions make it easier for me to Collaborative learning
school student understand the text. We don't just take notes; we also  strengthens

explain the material to one another, which leads to a ~ understanding of the
better understanding." material.

The excerpt indicates that all informants provided relatively similar information regarding
the increased active engagement of santri following the strengthened implementation of the Santri
Trilogy. This consistency across informants serves as a form of source triangulation that reinforces
the validity of the research findings.

The data presented in the table shows a significant increase in the active engagement of
students in the Zaid bin Tsabit area. Students are no longer passive during learning, but are
beginning to demonstrate various forms of activeness, such as asking questions, engaging in
discussions, and participating in collective activities. Furthermore, this engagement is accompanied
by more positive attitudinal changes, such as increased self-confidence, communication skills, and
a sense of social responsibility. Regular religious activities are also indicators of active engagement,
reflecting a balance between cognitive and spiritual aspects. Thus, the active engagement of
students not only improves the quality of the learning process but also plays a role in character
formation aligned with the values of the Santri Trilogy. This confirms that education in Islamic
boarding schools focuses not only on imparting knowledge but also on developing a holistic
personality.

The pattern seen in the data in the table indicates a strong correlation between learning
activities and changes in the students' character. Students' active patticipation in questioning and
discussions reflects an increase in cognitive abilities, while involvement in religious activities
indicates a strengthening of their spiritual aspects. Furthermore, participation in regional
deliberations also demonstrates developments in social and leadership aspects. This pattern
illustrates that the learning process in Islamic boarding schools is holistic, encompassing various
aspects of student development. Learning activities take place not only in the classroom but also
involve social interactions and ongoing religious practices. Therefore, the active involvement of
students can be used as an important indicator in assessing educational success. This also
demonstrates that the Trilogi Santri values-based educational approach is able to create a
participatory and dynamic learning environment, in line with the active and responsive

characteristics of Generation Z.
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The pattern of active student engagement found in this study can be understood as the
result of a continuous internalization of the Santri Trilogy values. The emphasis on fardhu 'ain
obligations fosters discipline and personal responsibility, encouraging students to be more
involved in learning activities. Furthermore, self-awareness by avoiding major sins contributes to
building moral awareness, which makes students more focused and serious in pursuing knowledge.
The value of virtuous behavior towards God and creation also influences the formation of positive
social attitudes, such as the ability to cooperate and respect the opinions of others. Furthermore,
an educational approach tailored to the characteristics of Generation Z contributes to this
increased active engagement. Generation Z, who tend to be accustomed to interaction and
participation, needs space to express themselves, and the Islamic boarding school environment
can facilitate this through various activities. Thus, the active engagement of students is the result
of a combination of traditional Islamic boarding school values and a modern educational approach.

Improving Students' Information Literacy Skills

Based on direct observations in the Zaid bin Tsabit (K) area of Nurul Jadid Islamic
Boarding School, a clear improvement in the students' information literacy skills is evident.
Information literacy encompasses the ability to access, understand, process, and relay information
obtained from classical texts, modern books, and digital media that are beginning to be used in
Islamic boarding school learning. This is evident in the students' daily activities, which involve not
only reading but also taking notes, summarizing, and discussing the content of the reading.
Strengthening the values of the Santri Trilogy also plays a role in fostering awareness of the
importance of knowledge as part of the fardhu 'ain obligations. In addition, self-awareness
encourages students to be more selective in receiving information, while noble values are evident
in the way they convey information politely. This condition indicates that information literacy skills
develop in a balanced manner between intellectual and moral aspects (see Figure 1).

Access Information

l
Understanding of The Material

!

Information Management (Recording & Summarizing)

!

Discussion and Clarification

l

Retransmission of Information

l

Internalization of the Values of Santri Trilogy

Figure 1. Flowchart for Improving Students' Information Literacy

This flow demonstrates that information literacy doesn't stop at reading but continues
through to the internalization of the values contained within the information. It also demonstrates
that each stage is interconnected and forms a structured learning process focused on character
development.
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The observational data presented in the flowchart shows that the students' information
literacy skills develop through several interrelated stages. The process begins with information
access, where students obtain learning resources from various media. Next, students strive to
understand the material they read, then process it through note-taking and summarizing. The next
stage is discussion, which provides an opportunity for students to clarify their understanding and
deepen their understanding of the material. Afterward, students can convey the information they
have understood, both verbally and in writing. Ultimately, this entire process leads to the
internalization of the values of the Santri Trilogy, which serve as the basis for the use and
dissemination of information. Thus, information literacy is not merely related to technical skills
but also reflects the formation of students' character based on strong Islamic values.

The pattern evident in this flow indicates that the information literacy process occurs in
stages and is structured. Each stage plays a crucial role in shaping the students' overall abilities.
The information access stage reflects openness to various learning resources, while the
understanding and processing stages demonstrate the development of cognitive abilities.
Discussion activities provide a space for interaction that strengthens understanding through the
exchange of ideas, while the re-delivery of information reflects the students' communication skills.
This pattern also emphasizes that the literacy process is not solely individual, but involves active
social interaction. The internalization stage of the Santri Trilogy values is a characteristic that
distinguishes the literacy process in Islamic boarding schools from other educational institutions.
At this stage, information is not only understood but also internalized and applied in daily life, thus
forming a character that balances intellectual and spiritual aspects.

This pattern of increasing information literacy can be understood as the result of a
combination of the traditional Islamic boarding school education system with a modern approach
that is more in tune with current developments. The value of fardhu 'ain (obligatory religious
duties) encourages students to be more serious in seeking and understanding knowledge, enabling
them to be active at every stage of literacy. Self-awareness plays a role in developing critical thinking
skills, where students do not simply accept information but first undergo a selection and
verification process. Meanwhile, the value of noble character also influences how students convey
information, thus maintaining ethics and politeness. Furthermore, the conducive and community-
based Islamic boarding school environment strengthens the literacy process through intense
interaction. The characteristic of Generation Z, which tends to be adaptive to technology, is also
a supporting factor in this literacy improvement. Thus, students' information literacy skills are the
result of a synergy between religious values, the educational environment, and the character of the
modern generation.

There has been a paradigm shift in student learning from passive to active.

Based on the documentation of the learning activities and daily activities of students in the
Zaid bin Tsabit (K) area of Nurul Jadid Islamic Boarding School, there is a clear shift in the learning
paradigm from a passive pattern to a more active pattern. Documentation in the form of activity
notes, activity photos, and learning program archives shows that students are now more directly
involved in the learning process. If previously students mostly only listened to explanations, now
they are starting to play an active role in various activities such as presentations, open discussions,
and problem-solving-based learning. Strengthening the values of the Santri Trilogy is one of the
main factors driving this change, especially in fostering awareness of the importance of knowledge
as part of individual obligations. In addition, documentation also shows an increase in interaction
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between students and their guardians, Islamic boarding school administrators, and fellow students,
thus creating a more lively, dynamic, and participatory learning atmosphere.

The following is a visual representation in the form of a flowchart compiled based on
documentation, demonstrating a shift in the student learning paradigm from a passive to an active
pattern. The diagram is designed following the hierarchical stages illustrated previously. The
following description demonstrates the gradual and ongoing process of changing student learning

behavior:
~@—~ @~ @~ ~0®— O~
Passive T:f“::: ';na l:‘ltl: T Initial Active Independent Internalization
Learning Trilogy Engagement Participation Learning of Values
( Dominated by ( Growing * ( Asking ( Discussions & ( Exploring ‘ (Virtuous in
Listening & Awareness of Questions & Presentations ) Materials Seeking &
Note-Taking ) Responsibilities Giving Independently ) Practicing
& Self-Reflection ) Responses ) Knowledge )

‘e e ‘- ey e’

Figure 2. Diagram of the Paradigm Shift in Santri Learning

The flowchart in Figure 2 shows that change doesn't occur instantly, but rather through a
gradual and directed process. Furthermore, it illustrates that each stage plays a crucial role in
shaping a sustainable, active learning pattern. The documentation data presented in the form of a
flowchart shows that the paradigm shift in student learning occurs through several structured
stages. In the initial stage, students engage in passive learning, dominated by listening and note-
taking. Subsequently, the stimulus from the implementation of the Santri Trilogy encourages a
growing awareness of greater involvement in the learning process. The next stage is marked by
initial engagement, such as asking questions and providing responses. Over time, this engagement
develops into active participation in discussions and presentations. In the next stage, students
begin to demonstrate independence in learning through independent exploration of the material.
Ultimately, this entire process leads to the internalization of the values of the Santri Trilogy,
reflected in a virtuous attitude in seeking and practicing knowledge. Thus, this paradigm shift is
comprehensive and sustainable.

The pattern seen in the flowchart indicates a gradual shift from initially one-way learning
to more interactive and participatory learning. Each stage has distinct characteristics, yet remains
interconnected. The initial passive stage demonstrates the dominance of conventional methods,
while the stimulus stage marks the beginning of change through the internalization of values. The
initial involvement and active participation stage demonstrates increased interaction between
students and the learning environment. Furthermore, the independent learning stage demonstrates
the development of individual independence and responsibility in pursuing knowledge. This
pattern demonstrates that change occurs not only in learning methods but also in students'
mindsets and attitudes. Thus, the diagram illustrates a comprehensive process of change within
the learning system at Islamic boarding schools.
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This shift in learning paradigm can be understood as the result of combining the values of
the Santri Trilogy with a more modern educational approach that adapts to current developments.
The emphasis on fardhu 'ain obligations encourages students to not only be physically present but
also actively engage in understanding the knowledge they are learning. Self-awareness plays a role
in reducing the tendency to be passive, as students begin to realize the importance of involvement
in the learning process. Noble values also influence how students interact during learning, creating
a conducive and respectful atmosphere. Furthermore, the support of a collaborative Islamic
boarding school environment and the role of boarding school administrators, guardians, and
alumni contribute to this change. The active and adaptable nature of Generation Z is also a key
contributing factor. Thus, the shift in the learning paradigm among students is the result of a
synergy between traditional values and modern educational innovations relevant to current
developments.

DISCUSSION

The findings of this study indicate that the active involvement of students in the Zaid bin
Tsabit (K) area has significantly increased through the internalization of the Santri Trilogy values.
These findings align with previous studies that suggest that participatory learning can enhance
students' cognitive and affective engagement in modern Islamic education (Ernawati, 2025).
Furthermore, constructivist theory supports these findings, stating that the learning process is
more effective when students are actively involved in constructing knowledge through interaction
(Mishra, 2023). Compared with previous studies that still emphasize traditional lecture methods,
these findings indicate a shift toward collaborative learning that better suits the characteristics of
this generation (Fadzil & Osman, 2025). Other research also reveals that strengthening religious
values in learning can increase students' intrinsic motivation (Tarsono et al., 2025). Thus, the results
of this study strengthen and expand previous studies by emphasizing the importance of the Santri
Trilogy as a basis for increasing active involvement.

The findings regarding the improvement in information literacy among Islamic boarding
school students align with various studies emphasizing the importance of digital literacy in modern
Islamic education (Hendawi & Qadhi, 2024). Several previous studies also explain that literacy
skills can be optimally developed through a combination of religious values and the use of
technology (Rusdi et al., 2023).

Research related to the shift in learning paradigms demonstrates alignment with active
learning theory, which emphasizes a student-centered learning approach (Li et al., 2023). Other
research also suggests that the shift in learning paradigms is influenced by the internalization of
values and a collaborative learning environment (Sharma et al., 2024).

The increase in active student engagement can be understood through several interrelated
factors. First, internalizing the values of fardhu 'ain (obligatory religious duties) encourages
students to view learning as part of their spiritual responsibility, not merely an academic activity
(Munif, 2025). Second, the application of self-awareness makes students more disciplined and
focused in participating in learning, thereby reducing the tendency to be passive (Danial & Sijabat,
2025). Third, noble values contribute to creating a conducive learning environment, so students
feel comfortable engaging actively in discussions and social interactions (Abubakar, 2024).
Furthermore, support from Islamic boarding school administrators, guardians, and alumni also
plays a role in strengthening the culture of active learning through various development programs.
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Another equally important factor is the character of Generation Z, who tends to be interactive and
responsive to learning that involves direct participation (Efendi & Anwar, 2025). Thus, the active
engagement of students is the result of a combination of religious values, the social environment,
and the character of the current generation.

The improvement of students' information literacy skills can be understood as the result
of a combination of the learning system in Islamic boarding schools with the development of
information technology. The value of fardhu 'ain (obligatory religious duties) encourages students
to actively seek knowledge, so they are accustomed to accessing various sources of information
(Husni & Hasib, 2025). Self-awareness also plays a role in developing selective information skills,
enabling students to sort out what is relevant and trustworthy (Rubab et al., 2024). Furthermore,
the value of noble character encourages students to convey information ethically and responsibly
(Hang, 2025). The community-based environment of Islamic boarding schools also supports the
literacy process through discussion and collaboration among students. Furthermore, the support
of more modern learning facilities also accelerates adaptation to digital literacy. Thus, the
improvement of students' information literacy is influenced not only by technical aspects, but also
by the moral values that underlie the learning process (Adi et al., 2025).

The shift in learning patterns from passive to more active learning can be understood as
the impact of the transformation of the Islamic boarding school education system, which combines
traditional values with modern approaches. The values of the Santri Trilogy are a crucial factor
driving the shift in students' perspectives on the learning process (Halimah et al., 2024). The
awareness that learning is part of worship also increases students' motivation to be more actively
involved. Furthermore, a collaborative learning environment provides opportunities for students
to share ideas and experiences, thus increasing participation (Sabah, 2023). The role of Islamic
boarding school administrators and guardians also contributes to creating an interactive learning
atmosphere. Furthermore, the character of Generation Z, which is more open to change and
technological developments, is also a supporting factor (Winarjo, 2025). Thus, this shift in learning
paradigm is the result of a combination of religious values, the educational environment, and the
development of the times.

This research makes a significant contribution to the development of modern Islamic
education, particularly in the context of Islamic boarding schools (pesantren). First, it enriches the
study of the integration of religious values in learning by emphasizing the role of the Santri Trilogy
as a foundation for character formation in Generation Z (El Ashfahany et al., 2024). Second, it
presents a new perspective on the importance of active student involvement as an indicator of
successful learning (Wittenberg et al., 2024). Third, it contributes to the development of an
information literacy concept based on Islamic values and remains relevant to technological
developments (Nasution et al., 2025). Furthermore, the findings regarding the shift in learning
paradigms provide practical implications for Islamic boarding school administrators in designing
more adaptive learning systems. Overall, this research not only strengthens existing theories but
also presents empirical findings that can serve as references in the development of Islamic
education in the modern era (Arar et al., 2022).
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CONCLUSION

Based on research conducted in the Zaid bin Tsabit (K) area of the Nurul Jadid Islamic
Boarding School, it can be concluded that the implementation of the Trilogi Santri (Student
Trilogy) plays a pivotal role in shaping the character of Generation Z. This is achieved by
reinforcing values such as observing fardhu ‘ain (individual religious obligations), practicing self-
restraint by avoiding major sins, and cultivating noble conduct toward both the Creator and fellow
beings. The internalization of these three values has proven effective in enhancing students' active
engagement in learning, developing information literacy skills, and fostering a shift in learning
paradigms from passive to active, independent, and participatory. These findings demonstrate that
Islamic education integrating religious values with modern pedagogical approaches can mold
students into individuals who are adaptive, critical, responsible, and of noble character. The study’s
primary contribution lies in proposing the Trilogi Santri as a character education model rooted in
local pesantren (Islamic boarding school) values yet relevant to the characteristics of Generation
7 within the context of modern Islamic education thereby serving as a conceptual and practical
reference for character education development in such institutions. However, the study is limited
by its single-site focus, qualitative approach, and restricted number of informants. Consequently,
future research is encouraged to expand the study locations, involve a more diverse range of
informants, and employ a mixed-methods approach to yield more comprehensive findings with
greater generalizability.

REFERENCES

Abubakar, A. (2024). Integration of ethics and morals in educational communication. Infernational
Journal — on  Advanced  Science,  Education,  and  Religion,  7(3),  349-304.
https://doi.org/10.33648 /ijoaser.v7i3.691

Achmadin, B. Z., Kawakip, A. N., Nafis, M. M., Barizi, A., Asrori, M., & Amrullah, A. M. K.
(2024). The future of pesantren: Reconciling tradition with global educational trends. Jurnal
Pendidikan Agama Islam (Journal of Islamic Education Studies), 12(2), 197-222.

https://doi.org/10.15642/{pai.2024.12.2.197-222

Adi, H. S., Masrek, M. N., & Falah, F. (2025). Information privilege and ethical use of information:
a study of undergraduate students from an information literacy perspective. The Journal of
Academic Librarianship, 51(5), 103095. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2025.103095

Arar, K., Sawalhi, R., & Yilmaz, M. (2022). The research on Islamic-based educational leadership
since 1990: An international review of empirical evidence and a future research agenda.
Religions, 13(1), 42. https://doi.org/10.3390/rel13010042

Bahiyah, U. (2025). Strategies and Models of Character Education Based on Religious Values in
the Era of Globalized Education. QAL AMUNA: Jurnal Pendidikan, Sosial, Dan Agama, 17(1),
729-740. https://doi.org/10.37680/galamuna.v17i1.7122

Chakma, U., & Li, B. (2025). Ensuring trustworthiness using an inductive approach in qualitative

educational research: An autoethnographic investigation of two early career researchers
reflecting on PhD data analysis. International Journal of Educational Methodology, 11(2), 233—244.
https://doi.org/10.12973 /ijem.11.2.233

Chee, H., Ahn, S., & Lee, J. (2025). A competency framework for Al literacy: Variations by
different learner groups and an implied learning pathway. British Journal of Educational
Technology, 56(5), 2146-2182. https://doi.org/10.1111/bjet.13556Digital Object

142 Adaara, Vol 106, Issue 2, 2026


https://doi.org/10.33648/ijoaser.v7i3.691
https://doi.org/10.15642/jpai.2024.12.2.197-222
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.acalib.2025.103095
https://doi.org/10.3390/rel13010042
https://doi.org/10.37680/qalamuna.v17i1.7122
https://doi.org/10.12973/ijem.11.2.233
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjet.13556

Building The Character Of Generation Z Through The Santri Trilogy In The Context Of Modern Islamic Education
Fathor Rozi et al

Identifier (DOI)

Danial, M., & Sijabat, J. P. (2025). Self Awareness With Wisdom Based Thinking Skills Approach
In PAI Learning. Ananda: Jurnal Pendidikan Anak Dan Remaja, 1(1), 42-56.
https://doi.org/10.63617/ajpar.v1il.53

Efendi, E., & Anwar, S. (2025). The relationship between the characteristics of Generation Z and
the implications of the implementation of the 21st century learning skills. Indonesian Research
Journal in Education| IRJE |, 9(02), 1175-1187. https://doi.org/10.22437 /irje.v9i02.29456

El Ashfahany, A., Jihad, M. R., Kurniawati, N. N., Hidayat, S., & Mustofa, T. A. (2024). Balanced
scorecard approach to measuring the performance of a non-profit organization: Case study

on a Wagqf-based Pesantren in Indonesia. Problems and Perspectives in Management, 22(2), 600.
https:/ / doi.org/10.21511/ppm.22(2).2024.47

Ernawati, S. (2025). Improving Student Learning Motivation in Islamic Education Learning Using
an Activity-Based Approach at SD Negeri Inpres Baralau. DEEP LEARNING: Journal of
Educational Research, 1(1), 1-12.

https://doi.org/10.62945/deeplearning.v1il.196

Fadzil, N. M., & Osman, S. (2025). Scoping the landscape: Comparative review of collaborative
learning methods in mathematical problem-solving pedagogy. International Electronic Journal of
Mathematics Education, 20(2), em0820. https://doi.org/10.29333 /iejme/15935

Halimah, S., Yusuf, A., & OSafiudin, K. (2024). Pesantren education management: The
transformation of religious learning culture in the age of disruption. Nidhomul Hag: Jurnal
Manajemen Pendidikan Islan, 9(3), 648—660.

https://doi.org/10.31538 /ndhq.v9i3.16

Hang, N. T. T. (2025). Character Education Strategies in Shaping Noble Morality of Students in
Madrasah Ibtidaiyah. International Journal of Islamic Education, Research and Multicnlturalism
(JJIERM), 7(3), 1139-1157. https://doi.org/10.47006/ijierm.v7i3.526

Hendawi, M., & Qadhi, S. (2024). Digital literacy-based learning in Islamic education. Ar-
Fachruddin: Jonrnal of Islamic Education, 1(1), 45-58. https://doi.org/10.7401/19t2q81

Hendrastomo, G., & Januarti, N. E. (2023). The characteristics of Generation Z students and
implications for future learning methods. Jurmal Kependidikan: Jurnal Hasil Penelitian Dan Kajian
Kepustakaan Di  Bidang  Pendidikan, — Pengajaran, Dan  Pembelajaran, 9(2), 484-496.
https://doi.org/10.33394/ik.v9i2.7745

Husni, M., & Hasib, K. (2025). The Importance of Balancing the Knowledge of Fardhu’Ain and
Fardhu Kifayah According to Imam Al-Ghazali. A~-Munawwarah: Journal of Islamic Education,
1(1), 31-38. https://doi.org/10.38073 /almunawwarah.v1i1.2512

Irpan, I., & Sain, Z. H. (2024). The crucial role of Islamic religious education in shaping children’s
character: Psychological and spiritual review. QAL AMUNA: Jurnal Pendidikan, Sosial, Dan
Agama, 16(1), 383-392. ttps://doi.org/10.37680/galamuna.v16i1.4902

Islam, I., & Ishaq, M. (2024). Development of Journalism Development Strategies in The Digital
Era at Darul Mukhlasin High School. JERIT: Journal of Educational Research and Innovation
Technology, 1(2), 71-79. https://doi.org/10.34125 /jerit.v1i2.11

Li, R., Lund, A., & Nordsteien, A. (2023). The link between flipped and active learning: A scoping
review. Teaching in Higher Education, 28(8), 1993-2027.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2021.1943655

Mahfudi, A. Q., & Rifa’i, M. (2025). Implementation of school culture in improving religious
character in Islamic boarding schools. Urmwatul Wutsqo: Jurnal Studi Kependidikan Dan Keislaman,

143 Adaara, Vol 10, Issue 2, 2026


https://doi.org/10.1111/bjet.13556
https://doi.org/10.63617/ajpar.v1i1.53
https://doi.org/10.22437/irje.v9i02.29456
https://doi.org/10.62945/deeplearning.v1i1.196
https://doi.org/10.29333/iejme/15935
https://doi.org/10.31538/ndhq.v9i3.16
https://doi.org/10.47006/ijierm.v7i3.526
https://doi.org/10.7401/j19t2q81
https://doi.org/10.33394/jk.v9i2.7745
https://doi.org/10.38073/almunawwarah.v1i1.2512
https://doi.org/10.37680/qalamuna.v16i1.4902
https://doi.org/10.34125/jerit.v1i2.11
https://doi.org/10.1080/13562517.2021.1943655

Building The Character Of Generation Z Through The Santri Trilogy In The Context Of Modern Islamic Education
Fathor Rozi et al

14(2), 493-509. https://doi.org/10.54437 /urwatulwutsqo.v14i2.2206

Mishra, N. R. (2023). Constructivist approach to learning: An analysis of pedagogical models of
social constructivist learning theory. Journal of Research and Development, 6(01), 22-29.

Munif, M. (2025). Internalization of Qur’anic Values in Shaping Students’ Character. International
Journal of Islanic Pedagogical Research, 1(1), 52—71. https://doi.org/10.65789 /ijipr.v1i1.40

Nasution, H. S., Basri, H., Batubara, W. W., & Mukhlasin, A. (2025). Islamic education teachers
strategies for character building through digital literacy based Islamic values in the Society 5.0
era. Fitrab: Journal of Islamic Education, 6(1),259-271. ttps://doi.org/10.53802/fitrah.v6il.1172

Purnasih, U., Salam, A., & Karim, A. (2025). Contextual Leadership Strategies in Facing the
Challenges of Cultural Change in Islamic Education. Eduprof: Isiamic Education Journal, 7(1),
200-216. https://doi.org/10.47453 /eduprof.v7il.337

Ridlo, W., Sofiana, A. N., & Sabarudin, S. (2025). Collaborative Leadership as a Catalyst in
Optimizing the Quality of Education at Elementary School. Edunesia: Jurnal Ilmiah Pendidikan,
6(3), 1346-1362. https://doi.org/10.51276/edu.v6i3.1130

Rozi, F., Nurul, U., Probolinggo, J., Hikmah, F., Nurul, U., Probolinggo, J., Qodriyah, K., Nurul,
U., & Probolinggo, J. (n.d.). Innovation In Furudbul Ainiyah Learning In Islamic Boarding Schools :
The  Learning - By - Doing Approach As A Solution For. 10, 48-64.
https://doi.org/10.52431/murobbi.v10i1.4451

Rubab, U. E., Parveen, N, Jafari, S. M., & Yousuf, M. L. (2024). Social and emotional self-
awareness skills among students: A case study. Qlantic Journal of Social Sciences and Humanities,
5(1), 336-343. https://doi.org/10.55737/qjssh.649789352

Rusdi, M., Riwayatiningsih, R., Taufik, H., & Djollong, A. F. (2023). The impact of technology use
in teaching and understanding religious values on students’ moral development in Islamic
schools in Indonesia. The Eastasouth Journal of Learning and Educations, 1(03), 123-134.
https://doi.org/10.58812/esle.v1i03.158

Sabah, N. M. (2023). The impact of social media-based collaborative learning environments on

students’ use outcomes in higher education. International Journal of Human—Computer Interaction,
39(3), 667—689. https://doi.org/10.1080/10447318.2022.2046921

Sarwadi, S., & Raihan, N. (2025). Reinforcing Islamic moral values through contemporary
pesantren education: A pathway to character development. Edukasi Isiami: Jurnal Pendidikan
Istam, 14(04). https://doi.org/10.30868/¢i.v14i04.9041

Sharma, K., Nguyen, A., & Hong, Y. (2024). Self-regulation and shared regulation in collaborative
learning in adaptive digital learning environments: A systematic review of empirical studies.
British Journal of Educational Technology, 55(4), 1398-1436. https://doi.org/10.1111/bjet.13459

Sherman, X. I. E. (2025). Are humans (higher) animals? On the rational awakening and life
transcendence of  death cognition. Acta  Psychologica, 257, 105090.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actpsy.2025.105090

Tarsono, T, Sari, Y. P., Nugraha, J., Zandi, A. S., & Nurjanah, R. (2025). Comparison Between
Intrinsic and Extrinsic Motivation of Students in Islamic Religious Education and Moral
Values Subjects. Tafkir: Interdisciplinary  Journal of Islamic Education, 6(2), 371-381.
https://doi.org/10.31538/tijie.v6i2.1642

Wibowo, A., Daimah, D., & Nahri, A. C. (2024). Integration Of Boarding School Values In Formal
Education To Form Students’character: A Character Formation Study Of Generation Z
Students. Edukasi  Islami:  Jurnal — Pendidikan — Islam, 13(04), 951-960.

144 Adaara, Vol 106, Issue 2, 2026


https://doi.org/10.54437/urwatulwutsqo.v14i2.2206
https://doi.org/10.65789/ijipr.v1i1.40
https://doi.org/10.53802/fitrah.v6i1.1172
https://doi.org/10.47453/eduprof.v7i1.337
https://doi.org/10.51276/edu.v6i3.1130
https://doi.org/10.52431/murobbi.v10i1.4451
https://doi.org/10.55737/qjssh.649789352
https://doi.org/10.58812/esle.v1i03.158
https://doi.org/10.1080/10447318.2022.2046921
https://doi.org/10.30868/ei.v14i04.9041
https://doi.org/10.1111/bjet.13459
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.actpsy.2025.105090
https://doi.org/10.31538/tijie.v6i2.1642

Building The Character Of Generation Z Through The Santri Trilogy In The Context Of Modern Islamic Education
Fathor Rozi et al

https://doi.org/10.30868/ei.v13i04.9528

Winarjo, W. (2025). Generational Shift in Learning Discomfort: A Systematic Literature Review
of Pedagogical Tensions Between Millennials and Generation Z. Journal of Strategy and
Transformation in Educational Management, 16-29. https://doi.org/10.62012 /jostem.vi.19

Wittenberg, H., Eweje, G., Taskin, N., & Forsyth, D. (2024). Different perspectives on
engagement, where to from here? A systematic literature review. International Journal of
Management Reviews, 26(3), 410-434. https://doi.org/10.1111/ijmr.12361Digital Object
Identifier (DOT)

145 Adaara, Vol 106, Issue 2, 2026


https://doi.org/10.30868/ei.v13i04.9528
https://doi.org/10.62012/jostem.vi.19
https://doi.org/10.1111/ijmr.12361
https://doi.org/10.1111/ijmr.12361

